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SUBJECT: SECGEN CONSIDERING EOOD SECURITY PROPOSAL 
PREPARATORY TO XCSS DISCUSSION OP POLLOW-UP TO STUDY OP 
TRENDS IN WORLD SUPPLY AND DEMAND OF MAJOR AGRICULTURAL 
COMMODITIES 

REF: OECD PARIS 1 1 339 

1. WASHINGTON AGENCIES BELIEVE A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY OP 
WORLD AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES COULD BE USEFUL, BUT ONLY 
IF ITS CONCLUSIONS WERE NOT PREJUDGED BY AN "ASSUMPTION 

OP THE CONTINUATION OP EXISTING POLICIES" WRITTEN INTO ITS 
TERMS OF REFERENCE. IN LIGHT OP EC AND JAPANESE POSITIONS 
STATED REFTEL, WE WOULD OPPOSE ANY NEW STUDY AT THIS TIME. 
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2. U.S. ALSO OPPOSED TO THE PORMATION OF AN AD HOC GROUP 
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ON FOOD SECURITY. WORK LIMITED TO EOOD SECURITY, WOULD BE 
DUPLICATIVE OF DISCUSSIONS UNDERWAY IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
WHEAT COUNCIL, AND LIKELY TO LEND SUPPORT TO THE EC'S 
POSITION IN EAVOR OE A PRICE STABILIZING COMMODITY 
AGREEMENT RATHER THAN THE U.S. PREEERENCE EOR A QUANTITA- 
TIVELY-TRIGGERED FOOD SECURITY SYSTEM. TREATMENT OF ?OOD 
SECURITY IN THE EAO AND THE WORLD EOOD COUNCIL ALREADY 
RISKS CONEUSING THE IMPORTANT ISSUES. 

3. WE ANTICIPATE THAT U.S. COMMENTS AT XCSS WILL BE 
RESTRICTED TO EXPRESSION OE REGRET THAT LIMITATIONS 
IMPOSED ON PREVIOUS STUDY PREVENTED ITS GREATER UTILITY 
AND AN INDICATION THAT WE WOULD SUPPORT A BROADER, AND 
LESS RESTRICTED, STUDY AT SOME EUTURE TIME IF OTHER MEMBERS 
WOULD AGREE. SISCO 
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